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授業科目名 Japanese Culture and Society （英語名） Japanese Culture and Society

科目区分 主専攻科目 対象学生 Department of Global Business

単位数 2.00単位 開講年次・
学期

1st year students
後期

担当教員 ステファニー�アスマン�テラダ、タマ
シ カルメン

所属 School of Economics and Manageme
nt

授業の形態 演習 関連するSDGs
目標

目標4

ｵﾌｨｽｱﾜｰ・場所 Tamas: By appointment・B307
Assmann-Terada: Monday, 10:40-12:
10, Research Building I, 231

連絡先 tamas@em.u-hyogo.ac.jp,
assmann@em.u-hyogo.ac.jp

対応するディプロマ・ポ
リシー(DP)

【学部・研究科】 DP 1, DP 3, DP 5

対応するディプロマ・ポ
リシー(DP)

【全学DP】

対応する教職課程の学習
目標

目標１:磨き続ける力／目標２:教え、寄り添う力／目標３:協働する力

講義目的・到達目標 【講義目的】The overall aim of this course is to provide students with a general under
standing of Japanese society, from the perspectives of cultural anthropology and sociol
ogy. The first half of the course will focus on the historical development of Japan, with 
an emphasis on cultural traditions and patterns of thought. (Tamas)
Japan is being challenged by a demographic transition and long-term economic stagna
tion which has led to an increase of precarity and social inequality. In the second part 
of this course, social inequalities will be investigated through the lens of three areas: p
opulation decline, migration and ethnicity, and employment. (Terada)

【到達目標】In the first part of the course, students will become familiar with the myt
hological and historical roots of Japan, defining concepts related to the Japanese psych
e and behavior, as well as contemporary customs and practices that have been relevant
in society for several centuries.
In the second part of the course, students will be familiarized with the challenges that J
apan as a society in demographic transition needs to address and learn about the chall
enges that ethnic groups in Japan face. The aim is to create an awareness of an increas
ing fragmentation and differentiation along the dimensions of gender, age, and ethnicit
y in contemporary Japan.

授業のサブタイトル、キ
ーワード

Myth, history, patterns of thought, ethnicity, population decline, rurality, employment

講義内容・授業計画 【講義内容】

In the first part of the course students will learn about Japanese mythology, Japanese 
history and patterns of thought, as well as Japanese festivals as repositories of historic
al, religious, and social knowledge. In the second part of this course, students will exam
ine social inequalities along the dimensions of rurality, ethnicity, and employment. Stu
dents will gain a critical perspective of social problems in a prosperous country like Ja
pan. Through reading a variety of materials on Japanese society, students will develop 
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skills in critical thinking, discussion, and presentation skills. (Terada)

【授業計画】

１． Class overview. Introduction to Japanese mythology
２．Encounters with the Other. Japanese seen by themselves and the others
３． Ritual Japan. Shrines, temples, and religious syncretism
４． Purification rituals and practices
５． Matsuri- the festivals of Japan I
６． Matsuri- the festivals of Japan II
７． Theater as entertainment and sacred practice
８． Fieldtrip̶Osaka Museum of Housing and Living + theater performance
９． Population decline and rural areas I
１０. Population decline and rural areas II
１１．Ethnicity (Brazilian Nikkeijin)
１２．Ethnicity (Indigenous Ainu in Hokkaido)
１３．Ethnicity (Okinawa)
１４．Employment and gender
１５．Employment and precarity

テキスト 1. � �Joy Hendry̶Understanding Japanese Society, Routledge 2019.
2. � �Carmen Sapunaru Tamas (ed.)̶Beliefs, Ritual Practices, and Celebrations ĨIII, Pro
Universitaria, 2019̃2022.
3. � �Assmann, S. (Ed.) (2016). Sustainability in Contemporary Rural Japan. Challenges 
and Opportunities, Routledge.
4. � �Sugimoto, Y. (2015). An Introduction to Japanese Society, Cambridge University P
ress.
5. � �Weiner, M. (Ed.) (1997). Japan’s Minorities. The Illusion of Homogeneity, Routle
dge.

参考文献 授業で表示します。

事前・事後学習（予習・
復習）の内容・時間の目
安

【予習】A detailed list of readings for each class will be distributed to the students dur
ing the first class, and will afterwards be available on the Universal Passport. About 60
minutes individual study are necessary to be able to actively participate in each class. 
Altogether, 15 hours are estimated for the total preparation time (Tamas and Terada).
【復習】Students are highly encouraged to review the class content in order to becom
e familiar with the concepts used and be able to follow and participate in class discussi
ons (approximately 60 minutes of individual review time for each class). Altogether, 15
hours are estimated for the total review time (Tamas and Terada).

アクティブ・ラーニング
の内容

A visit to the Osaka Museum of Housing and Living is scheduled as part of the curricul
um, so that the students can experience as realistically as possible life in Japan from E
do to the modern period.

成績評価の基準・方法 【成績評価の基準】
S (90%̃) excellent (thorough mastery of course material & concepts)
A (80%̃) good (proficient grasp of most course material & concepts)
B (70%̃) fair (general understanding of principal course material & concepts)
C (60%̃) poor but passing (superficial familiarity with some course
material)
In order to obtain the credits for this course, at least a C (60%) is necessary.
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【成績評価の方法】
Contributions to class discussion: 30%
Midterm presentation: 30%
Final paper: 40%

課題・試験結果のフィー
ドバック方法

Students will receive continuous feedback in class, during class discussions, directly aft
er their midterm presentations, and by email after having submitted their final paper. (
Tamas and Terada)

履修上の注意・履修要件 1. � �Students should actively participate in class discussion and give a presentation.
2. � �Regular attendance is required.

実践的教育 The students will be provided with an opportunity to take part in a field trip.

備考 Not applicable.


