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講義目的及び到達目標 This course provides an overview of contemporary Japanese society with an emphasis 
on population, politics, employment, gender and social stratification. By examining Jap
an as a global industrial nation which faces a challenging demographic transformation 
but remains characterized by traditional gender norms and family structures, students 
are encouraged to reflect upon their own culture in comparative perspective.

講義内容・授業計画 I. Course Content

This course provides an overview of Japanese society with an emphasis on population, 
politics, employment, social structure, gender and family. Through the analysis of topic
al readings, students will acquire a basic knowledge of contemporary Japanese society 
and develop critical thinking skills.

II. Course Schedule

1. Introduction
2. Geography and climate
3. Population (1): Population decline and aging
4. Population (2): Rural life and domestic migration
5. Multicultural Japan (1): The Ainu
6. Multicultural Japan (2): Okinawa
7. Multicultural Japan (3): The Brazilian Nikkeijin
8. Multicultural Japan (4): Chinese and Zainichi Koreans
9. The state: Government, bureaucracy and institutions
10. The economy: Industry and agriculture
11. Work and employment (1): Between stability and precarity
12. Work and employment (2): Gender
13. Japan as a “middle-class society" (1)
14. Japan as a “middle-class society" (2)
15. Final exam

テキスト
1.    Statistics Bureau Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications. 2020. Ed. Statis
tical Handbook of Japan 2020.
(https://www.stat.go.jp/english/data/handbook/index.html)
2.    Hendry, Joy. 2012. Understanding Japanese Society, London: Routledge.
3.    Sugimoto, Yoshio. 2015. An Introduction to Japanese Society, Cambridge: Cambrid
ge University Press.

Additional materials will be used throughout class.

Students are not required to buy the textbooks.
Selected readings will be provided.

参考文献 Not applicable.

成績評価の基準・方法 Participation in Classroom Discussion: 30 percent
Quizzes: 40 percent
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Final Exam: 30 percent

履修上の注意・履修要件 Not applicable.

実践的教育 Not applicable.

備考 Attendance will be taken throughout the course.
Unexcused absence of more than 30 percent may result in no credit for the course.
Students are expected to complete the readings before class and be prepared to answe
r questions and contribute to class discussion.
This syllabus is subject to change based on the needs of the class.
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