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On the flip side of the waste/recycling dilemma is the issue of where all of our material goods
come from and how long we can continue to tap into those sources. We presently obtain most
of our energy from nonrenewable oil and coal reserves. We *expend our stocks of old growth
forests, groundwater, and *arable topsoil at unsustainable rates. And we send harmful emissions
into the air and water at rates beyond the Earth’s ability to *dissipate them, meaning that they
will only collect and increase in concentration until we reverse our actions (or they do us in).
Given that current modes of development are not sustainable, efforts such as the Leadership in
Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) building sustainability rating system are underway
to encourage responsible *stewardship of scarce resources. Notable progress toward
sustainability has also been achieved in the forestry, mining and minerals, cement, and
electrical utility industries, and the accelerating pace of investigation into new areas of
sustainability promises to bear more fruit.

Complicating issues of how to make practices more sustainable are questions of how
sustainable our behavior should be. What do we owe future generations? What value should we
place on the welfare of others? Should we act, as *political philosopher John Rawls suggests,
as if we lived under a *veil of ignorance regarding whether our time on the planet would come
now or sometime in the future? Should our goal be to sustain the physical quantity or the value
of resources? Should our sustainability standard apply to manufactured goods or just natural
resources? Should future generations be able to live as comfortably as we do? The fate of future

generations is in our hands, and we must decide the *toll we will take on their quality of life.

( Anderson, D.A., Environmental Economics and Natural Resource Management, Third

Edition, Routledge, 2010.)
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